Newsletter
Week 5, Term 3, Aug 12 2020
Our Vision ‘As partners in Catholic Education and open to God’s presence, we pursue fullness of life for all.’

Thank you!

Together as one.
It was such a joy for all of us to be back at school for the first weeks of term, learning
together as one - as it should be! Understandably, it was disheartening to then find
ourselves returning to remote learning. At least, this time at least, we head into remote
learning together knowing what to expect, we know we can do it and we know we will
get through it, we will get through this together!
Ms Bruty’s class expressed this beautifully through the wonderful images and words
they shared in their whole school prayer, ‘… we may not be physically together but we
are together as one … in God’s love.’
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BM7PEi9jQLeVP3HD5v7aAgZIG8cvAPUS/view

Dear Families,
Having added three weeks LSL to the holidays, I returned last week refreshed and ready to go… however… after only
one day of our normal schooling, we have commenced the second phase of Home Learning.
This time around, staff are trying very hard to respond to parent feedback from our recent Parent Survey, and to
shape the home learning in order to maximise participation whilst reducing as much stress and anxiety as possible
for our students and parents. Staff thank those parents who were able to provide us with their insights of the first
phase of Home Learning. We had around 65 families respond to the school survey. A summary of responses is set
out below:
Parent Survey Response Home Learning (Term 2) - Summary
Positives
 Many parents felt they understood how their children worked now.
 Chatting to the teacher or friends on Google Meets
 Teacher/Staff videos and lessons on SeeSaw or Google Classroom
 Self-paced element of home Learning- Independence, working at own speed etc.
 88% of families were satisfied or highly satisfied with staff communication.
 69% of families preferred email communication, 41% felt planner was clear, 32% liked phone contact.
 57% of children enjoyed Google Meets best of all activities. 14.5% preferred Google Classroom or SeeSaw
tasks, 8.1% liked Specialist activities best. Many liked projects designed by parents (Inquiry Learning)
Challenges
 Long passages of text to decipher in planners
 Children not able to work independently.
 Juggling more than one child, siblings, parent work and school work
 Internet challenges- quality of connectivity
 Work requiring correction or feedback which may not have been provided. (Overload for teachers trying to
correct ALL work for all lessons)
 Consider reducing dependence on ‘Online’ resources if possi ble
Opportunities
 Inquiry challenges or tasks
 Chance to teach some important skills such as Self Organizing, Independence, Routines, Timetabling etc.
 Schoolwide construction challenges
 Use of Cooking, Craft, Music, Science, etc. in learning.
On our planning day last Tuesday, all staff gathered (with strict social distancing in the Auditorium) in order to go
over these responses. We noted that the strict timetabled Home Learning program caused some anxiety as parents
and students were locked into completing tasks at certain times and this impacted parents working at home. It also
reduced student independence and many students were anxious about handing tasks in on time. You will notice that
in response, we are now taking times out of the planners and off tasks, allowing students to determine which tasks
they do and at what time during the day.
We are planning for next week to introduce more independent and inquiry tasks, which can be completed
individually or by the family in cases where more than one child is at home. We are looking to include elements such
as a Virtual Library so students can visit and read or listen to books whilst a parent can have the flexibility to take a
call or complete some important work of their own. We feel this will help us all to get the balance right.
We are also looking to reduce the wordiness of the planner (but obviously not the principal’s report!) and increase
our use of graphics to direct learning. This should simplify and de -clatter the planning tool. We hope all this allows
the children to develop those skills we identified as opportunities during this time , self-organisational skills,
independence, timetabling, persistence etc.

At School Learning
Special thanks to all our families for reducing your dependence on ‘At School’ Learning. We have asked all families
to produce a letter from employers indicating that your work cannot be done from home and that you are essential,
prior to children attending school. We have tried to cater for families as much as possible but must keep our numbers
down. By working together, we are able to support each other and keep everyone safe.
Temperature Checks - Starting this week, St Aloysius School will commence temperature checking of all
students who attend onsite supervised learning.
The advice on temperature checking in the latest Term 3 School Operations Guide issued on Friday 7 August is:
In order to support community awareness of the symptoms of COVID-19 and to help identify children
displaying symptoms, all schools should undertake temperature screening of students participating in the
on-site supervision program while the stay at home restrictions are in place. (page 12)
During the temperature screening process, a student who records a reading equal to or above 37.5° Celsius will be
asked to wait for a few minutes and be given a second temperature check.
Following the second reading, if a student’s temperature is below 37.5° Celsius, they can remain at school and
continue with the daily program. Staff will contact the child’s parent/carer if they are not present and advise them
of what has occurred. This provides an opportunity to check in with the family and again provide reassurance. If the
child is distressed and unable to be reassured, a parent/carer will be contacted. If a student has a temperature
reading greater than 37.5° Celsius on the second reading, the parent/carer will be contacted to collect the child.
Some more Positive News at St Aloysius’…
1.

Our Oval Development looks amazing and is almost complete. The photos featured in this week’s newsletter
provide an insight into the development. We have created a large flat space with three soccer fields going
across and AFL posts at each end. A two lane athletic track encircles the space. We will then landscape the
areas to the north and south of our oval to complete the works. Not having children at school will allow these
areas to establish. If you have not already done so, I recommend a drive by viewing of the new synthetic
surface.

2.

Parent/ Teacher interviews and Parent Support Group Meetings. We are excited to have been able to
complete over 90% of parent/teacher interview online. Narelle and staff are also making their way through
the PSG meetings. If you have not been able to catch up with your child’s classroom teacher, please let the
office know and they can arrange for a Google Meeting.

3.

Year 1/2 classroom construction (Junior Hub) will commence on August 24th. SJ Weir are ou r builders and
we congratulate them on winning the tender process to build our three new classrooms and re -develop the
current staff room and Year 1/2 corridor. Hopefully construction will be able to continue as we remain in
Stage 3 Lockdown.

In coming weeks I will share examples of home learning from across the school to highlight the great work students
and families are doing. We can’t guarantee to publish all work but it will be great for others to see what the children
are achieving.
Have a great week everyone.
Michael Kennedy

Together as one

Our Learning

Hello and welcome to Week 5 news from the 5/6 area!
Dear families,
At present, there is much change in many areas of our lives, not least in our learning and teaching practices. In
many ways, we are all learners and we are all teachers - as teachers we are now learning whole new ways of doing
things, just as you, our students and parents are learning new ways of doing things too. We are very proud of our
senior students for their wonderful efforts in approaching new ways of doing things and our parents and carers
too for taking on new roles during remote learning. Thank you everyone, we know it is not always easy and we
appreciate the effort and acknowledge the time given to ensure that our children are getting the most out of their
learning at this time.
Next week, we will begin to see some exciting changes to the formatting of our Home Learning Platform with the
aim that it will be more ‘user friendly’ and easily accessible.
At present the Senior Team are holding their ‘small group’ Google Meets at 2:20 - 3:20pm. Each student will be
given their relevant group time at the 9:30am meetings.
One change to our Home Learning program is that the students will be given some of the answers for the week’s
tasks. The purpose of this, is to encourage self-efficacy, by using the answers as a reference for ‘self-checking’ this
will support them as they can see if they are on the right track with their understanding. We have explained to the
children that this is not simply for copying the answers, it is for self-reference to support their learning. On the
Friday, the students will have a revision quiz related to their weekly reading, writing and maths tasks. The answers
will not be supplied for Friday tasks as this is where the senior teachers assess student’s independent skills.
Just a reminder, if your child will be absent for the school day, please remember to enter your child’s absence via
your PAM account as attendance still needs to be recorded. If you haven’t activated your PAM account please
contact the school office to do so.
We hope that all our families are able to have some fun family time together to help make this time of remote
learning more enjoyable!
Every blessing.
The Senior Team,
Jo, Anne and Mitch

Together as one

‘… we may not be physically together but
we are together as one … in God’s love.’

To see our beautiful Whole School
Prayer visit the home learning tab
on our school website or copy this
link https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BM7PEi9jQL
eVP3HD5v7aAgZIG8cvAPUS/view

New s and Ev ents

How good does this look?

We are excited! Our new ‘all weather’ sports
ground looks amazing! The final touches are
taking place with landscaping on the north and
south borders.
It is exciting to see, after the many months of
planning that have brought us to this point, to
see it now almost complete.
This will be something positive for the children
to have to look forward to, for when the time
comes that we are ALL back at school they will
have a wonderful new space to explore.

Our Community

Wellbeing Support for families
We thought it would be helpful to revisit some of Amy’s suggested resources as we return to remote learning.
Amy Powell, is our Pastoral Care Worker at St Aloysius’ School and last term shared with us some resources that families may
find helpful if you feel your child may benefit from some wellbeing support at this time.
There are a number of resources available online which support wellbeing practices such as mindfulness and meditation.
Playing a short meditation clip, participating in breathing exercises etc. can help to not only break up the day, but also reduce
levels of stress and anxiety.
Why not give something a go. The following resources would be worth visiting. ● ‘Peaceful Kids’ - Many of the slowing down,
mindfulness activities, relaxation clips are freely available https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/ ● ‘Smiling Mind’ website has a
free app to download and information about wellbeing.
You can access this via the website. https://www.smilingmind.com.au/
● For older children and young adults, ‘Headspace’ is a useful resource. An app is available called, “Headspace: Meditation &
Sleep”. You can also visit the ‘Headspace’ website and access many resources for free. https://www.headspace.com/
If you have any more serious concerns regarding your child’s mental health, please contact your doctor who can help create a
‘Mental Health Plan’.

Please remember that if you have any questions can contact your child’s teacher via their
Home Learning email St Aloysius School Home Learning email contacts
Leadership

Michael Kennedy / Narelle Cox / Bernadette Lynch

homelearningleadership@saredan.catholic.edu.au

Foundation Watts

Georgia Watts

homelearningfw@saredan.catholic.edu.au

Foundation Hare

Kaitlin Hare

homelearningfh@saredan.catholic.edu.au

1/2 Munro

Natasha Munro

homelearning12m@saredan.catholic.edu.au

1/2 Peterken

Katherine Peterken

homelearning12p@saredan.catholic.edu.au

1/2 Gaylor

Leah Gaylor

homelearning12g@saredan.catholic.edu.au

3/4 Bruty

Hannah Bruty

homelearning34br@saredan.catholic.edu.au

3/4 Baxter

Bev Baxter

homelearning34ba@saredan.catholic.edu.au

3/4 King

Shay King / Tamara Wilson

homelearning34k@saredan.catholic.edu.au

5/6 Enright

Anne Enright

homelearning56e@saredan.catholic.edu.au

5/6 McCrow

Mitch McCrow

homelearning56m@saredan.catholic.edu.au

5/6 Townsend

Jo Towsend / Tamara Wilson

homelearning56t@saredan.catholic.edu.au

Tuesday 11 August, 2020
Dear Parents,
These unusual times call on all Australians to respond and contribute in often demanding circumstances. Parents have
been asked to support their children’s education by accompanying them in their remote learning program. The able skills
of our school leaders and teachers have shaped these programs using creative and engaging learning opportunities across
a range of technological platforms. Such contributions have required flexibility and immediate response, with little notice
and a minimum period of preparation. It is with much appreciation that the contributions of parents, principals and
schools are recognised in ensuring that the continuity of learning for our students is maintained.
The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have had a marked financial impact on many families. It is the commitment of all
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Ballarat that Catholic education will continue to be available to all families irrespective
of the financial demands imposed on families at this time.
Fees are an integral source of income for schools to ensure that staffing, utilities and other operational costs are met.
These costs continue, irrespective of whether on-site or remote learning and teaching is undertaken. The Family Fee
Assistance Scheme has been implemented across all Catholic primary schools in the Diocese of Ballarat. Families who hold
a means tested Health Care Card, Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card or Veteran Affairs Pensioner Card qualify
automatically for the scheme and pay a discounted fee of $520 per annum ($10 per week) for primary school
tuition fees. For more details please contact your children’s school directly.
If you are not eligible for the Family Fee Assistance discount yet are experiencing financial difficulty at this time, please
contact your child’s school so that confidential financial support arrangements can be explored to enable their ongoing
education.
It is the combined efforts of parents and school personnel that will ensure that our children feel safe and enjoy the
normalcy that familiar school procedures and routines can offer. It is the continued hope that the committed effort of all
people will contribute to the lifting of restrictions and a return to the freedoms we all enjoy.

Yours truly

Director of Catholic Education (Interim)

Our new ‘all weather’ sports ground is taking shape with the laying of the synthetic surface to commence this
week … hopefully!

